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Staﬀ  Writer
Parkland College 
was recently visited 
by Representative 
Tammy Duckworth and 
Senator Dick Durbin, 
amidst the run-up to 
the national elections 
this November.
The purpose of the 
meeting, according to 
Duckworth, was to open 
up communication with 
students. Duckworth 
noted that in this 
election cycle she 
keeps hearing students 
say they feel shut out 
of the American dream 
due to student debt: 
a fi gure that Durbin 
says is over $1 trillion 
dollars nationwide.
Democrats 
Duckworth and 
Durbin wanted to 
hear from Parkland 
College students about 
their educational life 
and their student 
debt problems. They 
also wanted to offer 
students hope about 
legislating changes that 
will come if Duckworth 
is elected in November; 
Duckworth is running 
against incumbent 
Republican Mark Kirk 
for his senate seat.
Duckworth and 
Durbin met with a 
panel of Parkland 
students, including 
administrative 
members of Phi Theta 
Kappa and Parkland’s 
student government, 
as well as U.S. military 
veterans.
During the course of 
the panel discussion, 
students shared their 
stories of struggling 
through college 
fi nancial woes. Such 
stories included going 
to Parkland because 
four-year college are 
too expensive and 
still having trouble 
affording school, 
and having to work 
multiple jobs which 
interferes with studies.
Military veterans 
on the panel appeared 
to experience fewer 
fi nancial issues than 
their non-veteran 
counterparts; 
Duckworth says 
Parkland has a great 
veteran affairs offi ce 
in comparison to other 
schools she has visited, 
and says this is likely a 
major factor.
Duckworth is a 
strong advocate for the 
veteran community, as 
a veteran herself—
and a veteran who was 
wounded in the line of 
service.
In November 2004, 
Duckworth was 
co-piloting an army 
Black Hawk utility 
helicopter when it was 
struck by a rocket-
propelled grenade fi red 
by Iraqi insurgents. 
She lost both of her 
legs in the incident 
and her right arm was 
severely injured—
although doctors 
managed to save it. 
She is a Purple Heart 
recipient, among 
many other awards 
for her service. She 
retired in 2014 as a 
lieutenant colonel.
She has also served 
as the Director of the 
Illinois Department 
of Veterans Affairs 
and the Assistant 
Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.
Duckworth 
wishes to sort of 
Duckworth, Durbin visit Parkland 
to discuss education ﬁ nances on election trail
Scott  Wells
Staﬀ  Writer
Parkland Librarian 
and part-time comic Eric 
Sizemore has been a townie 
for most of his life.
“I was born […] in 
Champaign and have lived 
here ever since except for 
a brief stint in Southern 
California when I was 20 
years old,” he said. “I went 
to Centennial High School 
and Parkland College and 
eventually got my master’s 
degree in library and 
information science from 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.”
Sizemore recalls his years 
as a student at Parkland 
fondly.
“One of my favorite 
memories of attending 
Parkland was a ‘free speech 
forum’ that used to take 
place in the X[-wing] lounge 
on a weekly basis,” he said. 
“They would set up a podium 
with a microphone and 
amplifi er and let anyone 
speak. There was an election 
coming up one year and 
the crowds got larger and 
larger the closer we got to 
election day. Hearing so 
many impassioned thoughts 
on politics, culture and world 
events from fellow students 
felt really empowering 
and hopeful. I loved every 
minute of it.”
Sizemore has been on staff 
at Parkland for four years, 
and he is excited to see many 
of the new things that are 
happening in the library this 
semester.
“Some of the most 
important new things in the 
library are the increasing 
amount of materials and 
resources that are now 
online and accessible 
through our website, our 
digital collections, including 
e-journals, videos on demand, 
and e-books,” he said.  “Our 
growing collection is easily 
over half electronic at this 
point; all librarians also have 
a working knowledge of our 
hardware for student use: 
laptops, iPads, Chromebooks 
and a 3D printer. Ask in 
person at the library; we’ll be 
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Representative Tammy Duckworth, a veteran of the war in Iraq, speaks with the media on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, Nov. 14, 2012. 
Champaign Farmers’ Market holding 
event with Parkland organizations
SEE DUCKWORTH PAGE 2
Peter Floess
Staﬀ  Writer
The Champaign Farmers’ 
Market is having a “Parkland 
College Day” on Sept. 20, 
working with numerous 
Parkland and community 
institutions to turn the 
market into an almost fair-
like experience.
“[S]hoppers who show us 
their student or faculty ID 
can enter to win a fabulous 
market gift basket,” said 
manager of the Champaign 
Farmers’ Market—and 
Parkland communications 
instructor—Susan 
Simeziane. “We’ll be joined 
by the Parkland Science 
Club with fun experiments 
and demonstrations. WPCD 
will be out broadcasting 
from the Market, and the 
Parkland Sustainability Club 
will be volunteering. You’ll 
also fi nd kids’ activities 
with the Champaign Center 
Partnership, as well as the 
third in our series of Secrets 
of a Seasonal Cook chef 
demonstrations, featuring 
Chef Alisa DeMarco, former 
chef at Prairie Fruits Farm 
& Creamery, as well as Chef 
Drew Starkey from Bacaro, 
in downtown Champaign. 
They’ll be highlighting 
seasonal ingredients and 
giving shoppers some ideas 
of different ways to use 
them.”
Britt Carlson, the faculty 
advisor for the Parkland 
Science Club, is teaming 
up with Parkland Students 
for Sustainability to offer 
“various hands-on science 
activities” at the market.
“Activities we have done 
in the past include making 
balloons using baking 
soda and vinegar, making 
oobleck from cornstarch 
and exploring its strange 
properties, and using clay 
and skeleton models to 
explore how muscles attach 
to bone, among others,” 
Carlson said.
Oobleck is a liquid made 
from water and cornstarch 
that behaves differently 
from your everyday liquids, 
with a seemingly-variable 
viscosity, or thickness, that is 
effected by its environment 
and the conditions it is 
exposed to.
Thor Petersen, advisor 
to the Parkland Students 
for Sustainability says the 
club will also be working to 
advance its namesake at the 
market.
“[We’ll be] giving 
demonstrations on both do 
it yourself green cleaning 
recipes and homemade 
healthy personal care 
products,” Petersen 
said. “We’ll be giving 
away recipe cards with 
instructions on how to 
create these alternatives to 
the more expensive and less 
environmentally friendly 
store-bought versions 
of laundry soap, surface 
cleaners, deodorants, and 
other products.”
Simeziane says the focus 
of the farmers’ market is 
to provide area consumers 
with agricultural goods—
vegetables, fruits, meats, 
et cetera—produced 
locally, “within 150 miles 
of Champaign-Urbana.”
“We want to support 
new and/or small-scale, 
local farmers who are 
committed to sustainable 
practices, to help farmers 
who are just starting out 
establish their names 
on the local food scene,” 
Simeziane said.
She also says the market 
works to help those 
with fi nancial troubles 
gain access to this local 
produce.
“We offer a Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) doubling 
program, where we’ll 
match SNAP purchases 
up to $20 every week in 
order to help struggling 
families expand their 
food budgets,” she said. 
“Shoppers who receive 
SNAP benefi ts can swipe 
their [Illinois] Link card 
in exchange for tokens 
SEE FARMERS PAGE 2
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Student government candidates 
Ahmad Ahmad
  My name is Ahmad. I grew 
up in Kuwait and I came to the 
United States two years ago. I 
am majoring in Biochemistry 
and I want to be a doctor in the 
future. I feel that I qualify for 
the senator position because 
of my interaction with people. 
Despite my shyness, I like to 
socialize with people. Talking 
with people and listening to 
them, even in sad situations, 
is a lot of fun for me. I listen 
to people’s problems, and 
I try as much as I can to 
help them out based on 
my abilities. I have gotten 
heavily involved in the 
Parkland community, and 
I have strong relationships 
with most of my friends. 
I joined several clubs, 
and I work as a peer 
tutor and peer mentor. I 
have also volunteered for 
many events around the 
world. I volunteer mostly 
in gardening, helping 
at a restaurant, helping 
youth soccer, tennis, table 
tennis, swimming coaches, 
cleaning the city, etc. During 
this fall, I am secretary 
of Parkland Science Club, 
which is a good leadership 
opportunity for me. I want 
all people on campus, 
international and local, 
to get involved together. 
The local people should 
be open to the variety of 
world cultures and the 
international people should 
feel comfortable while 
doing their studies here. 
I want to get rid of this 
shyness that I have, and I 
want to help everyone else 
to get rid of it as well. 
Vanessa Cano
  I believe that student 
government is not only a 
support for the students 
in Parkland, but for the 
community as well. My 
interest on this organization 
is mainly based off in making 
a change, even if it’s the 
smallest. Giving a change of 
mind about what a community 
should be is my main goal. 
Getting out of your comfort 
zone should be our pride. 
Stepping up is our duty. I 
need and I want to fulfill my 
duty, even if it means making 
sacrifices for the people.
Zayd Jawad
My name is Zayd Jawad and 
it is my honor to be running 
for the position of Senator 
for Parkland College Student 
Government. I am so grateful 
that you are reading this. Isn’t 
it amazing that just through a 
few words we can connect? 
In fact, that is directly 
woven into what I intend 
to do in my role as Senator. 
During my term I will 
strive to accomplish three 
things, represent our 
school, represent you as a 
student, and build bridges 
of connection. I have 
learned throughout my life 
that who we are is the gift 
we give and as Senator I 
intend to make it the best 
one I can.
 Vote for me and I will 
give you my best, I will 
serve you and this school 
we attend together with 
all the power I can muster 
and all the action that I can 
enact. Vote for me, and you 
will be supporting bridges 
being built and barriers 
being broken through. Vote 
for me, speak for me, and I 
will speak for you. This is 
togetherness, this is what 
we are meant to do. Thank 
you and I hope to see you 
soon.  
reinventing alternative
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recreate the original spirit 
of the G.I. bill of 1944, which 
helped returning World 
War II veterans with living, 
business, and educational 
expenses and unemployment 
compensation.
She believes that since 
the G.I. bill was passed, the 
country made $10 for every 
$1 invested in the program 
in terms of productivity. The 
G.I. allowed people like her 
father to lift themselves and 
their families into the middle 
class and gave their children 
a better start in life then they 
had.
Duckworth and Durbin 
hope to help students 
struggling with college 
finances by getting the 
Reducing Educational Debt 
Act passed. The RED Act 
would make the first two 
years of community college 
tuition free if you stay in 
school and work hard, among 
other changes to the higher 
education system that the bill 
would introduce if passed.
Durbin has introduced 
legislation to monitor the 
price of textbooks, which 
Duckworth supports. Both 
Duckworth and Durbin 
are active supporters of 
“dreamers,” those who are 
undocumented immigrants 
who were brought to the 
United States as children 
and have lived most of their 
lives within the country and 
wish to became American 
citizens through education 
or military service.
Duckworth feels that 
there is a “tremendous 
opportunity” in Illinois 
for what she calls 
a “manufacturing 
Renaissance”—a 
rebuilding of industrial 
capability in what many 
analysts say is a post-
industrial America. She 
believes the federal 
government and the state 
of Illinois need to invest 
more in education for this 
rebirth of manufacturing 
to take place.
She is proud that she 
helped Harper College, 
a community college in 
Palatine, Ill., to partner with 
manufacturing firms and 
to create a manufacturing 
arts degree.
To this effect, Duckworth 
has introduced legislation 
to create a voluntary 
service for young people 
though AmeriCorps, Teach 
for America, City Year 
Chicago, the Peace Corps, 
and other organizations, 
to get them involved with 
community service and 
education.
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that can be used with the 
vendors for SNAP-eligible 
products. We then match 
their purchase up to $20 
[per] week out of a fund 
we’ve built up through 
sponsorships and grants. 
This mean that a shopper 
can swipe their card for just 
$20 off their account, but 
actually get $40 to spend.”
She says these points 
accumulated do not 
disappear at the end of the 
day; they carry over each 
day until the end of the 
market’s season. She says it 
also has a positive effect on 
the local economy.
“The great thing about this 
program is that not only does 
it help the customers, but all 
that money goes directly 
into the pockets of our local 
farmers. Research has 
shown that a dollar spent at 
a farmers’ market can have 
around twice the economic 
impact as one spent at a 
supermarket,” she said.
This Parkland Day is 
during the Central Illinois 
Eat Local September 
Challenge. The Challenge 
is organized by the Illinois 
Stewardship Alliance. 
ISA’s outreach coordinator, 
Molly Gleason, says the 
point of the Challenge is 
“to connect diversified 
farmers in central Illinois 
with community members, 
restaurants, retailers, and 
other buyers, as well as 
raise awareness for the 
importance of buying locally 
and celebrate the wide 
variety of locally-grown and 
artisan food products that 
are unique to Illinois.”
“[A] 2011 study by Ken 
Meter found that if central 
Illinois residents bought 
just 15 percent of their food 
directly from local farmers, 
this would generate $639 
million dollars for the 
region’s farms, keeping that 
money in the local economy,” 
Gleason said. “The bottom 
line is that buying locally is 
better for you, better for the 
environment, and better for 
the economy.”
The Champaign Farmers’ 
Market, located at 310-330 
North Neil St., is open every 
open Tuesday from 4 to 7 
p.m. through October. More 
information on the market 
can be found at their web 
portal, thelandconnection.
org/market.
Get the latest updates  from
on 
facebook.com/ProspectusNews
Prospectus News
COMMUNITY
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FACT: The oﬃ  cial name, used 
on all state documents, is 
“Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations.”
Parkland aviation student 
wins GlobalAir.com 
scholarship
A Parkland College 
ﬂ ight institute student 
is a top pick for a 
nationwide scholarship.
Pesotum resident 
Emily McCrone 
has been awarded 
GlobalAir.com’s 2016 
Calvin L. Carrithers 
Aviation Scholarship, 
the Institute of Aviation 
at Parkland College 
announced today. She 
was one of only four 
full-time aviation 
students from around 
the country to receive 
the annual award.
This scholarship, 
launched in 2014, offers 
$1,000 scholarships to 
U.S. students enrolled 
in an accredited 
university or college 
aviation program. 
Recipients must share 
their ﬂ ight training or 
aviation management 
experiences by writing 
weekly blogs. McCrone 
plans to blog about 
her fi rst-year ﬂ ight 
experiences at the 
Institute of Aviation. 
Global Air hopes that 
the posts will inspire 
others to explore a 
career in aviation.
The GlobalAir.com 
aviation website, 
launched in 1995, 
provides aircraft-for-
sale listings, FBO fuel 
prices, and ﬂ ight data 
for regional airlines, 
business jets and 
general aviation. 
happy to show them to you and tell 
you all about whatever you need.”
When he isn’t busy teaching library 
information classes or answering 
any of the many reference questions 
he gets each day, Sizemore has been 
known to take the stage at various 
Champaign-Urbana clubs to practice 
his love of stand-up comedy. 
“When I was a kid I used to 
check out comedy on vinyl record 
albums from the Champaign Public 
Library,” he said. “By the time my 
friends and I were in middle school 
we had listened to and tape recorded 
every single one of the albums the 
library had. We’d memorized all 
the routines of Steve Martin’s and 
George Carlin’s performances and 
would recite them on the bus to 
school.”
Soon after participating in some 
talent shows during his junior 
and senior years in high school, 
Sizemore set his sights higher.
“I performed stand-up at the 
Alley Cat which is now Fat City,” he 
said. “Recently, comedy open mics 
started again here in Champaign, 
and I got the bug to do it again.”
Sizemore has the luxury of loving 
what he does at Parkland. “My 
absolute favorite thing to do as a 
librarian is instruction,” he said. 
“If I instruct a class and I can get 
one raised eyebrow, one gasp of 
surprise or one chuckle, I feel like 
I’ve succeeded wildly. Often the 
students are very gracious and 
come up to me later and actually 
tell me things that they remember 
that I taught. That is probably 
my absolute favorite thing. I am 
looking forward to more of that in 
the future.”
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CHAMPAIGN, Ill. 
— Parkland College is 
encouraging current 
and prospective 
students to fi le their 
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
as early as the new 
Oct. 1 submission date.
  Last September, 
President Obama 
announced two 
signifi cant changes 
to the FAFSA that 
would affect the 2017-
2018 application 
cycle going forward, 
according to the Federal 
Student Aid website:
Students will be able to 
submit a FAFSA earlier.
Students can now fi le the 
newest FAFSA as early 
as Oct. 1, rather than on 
Jan. 1, 2017, or later. The 
earlier submission date 
will be a permanent 
change, enabling 
students to complete 
and submit a FAFSA 
(fafsa.ed.gov) as early 
as Oct. 1 every year.
Students will use 
earlier income and 
tax information.
Beginning with the 2017-
2018 FAFSA, applicants 
will be required to 
report income and tax 
information from an 
earlier tax year. For 
example, on the 2017-
2018 FAFSA, students—
and their parent(s), 
as appropriate—
will report their 2015 
income and tax info, 
rather than their 2016 
income and tax info.
More information is 
available at studentaid.
ed.gov.
New FAFSA dates; area 
students encouraged to 
apply early
Meet the Women of Law 
Enforcement Career Fair, set for 
Sept. 24
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — 
The area’s third annual 
“Meet the Women of 
Law Enforcement” 
Career Fair will take 
place Saturday, Sept. 24 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Parkland College 
Student Union, 2400 W. 
Bradley Ave.. 
Women interested 
in working in law 
enforcement or 
other fi rst-responder 
agencies can discover 
the rewarding and 
fulfi lling career 
opportunities available 
to them in these fi elds. 
Law enforcement 
agencies from across 
Champaign County will 
be on hand to answer 
questions about local 
jobs for women. 
Kid-friendly 
activities will be 
provided for youth 
during the fair, with a 
special appearance by 
the Champaign County 
Sheriff’s Department’s 
K-9 unit.
Sponsors for the 
career fair include 
the Board of Fire and 
Police Commissioners; 
the Champaign County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce; the 
Champaign Police 
Department; Parkland 
College Campus Police; 
the University of Illinois 
Department of Public 
Safety; and the Urbana 
Police Department.
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Cobra softball season opens
RIGHT: Photo by Scott Wells| 
The Prospectus
Coach Clutts pitches during 
batting practice on Aug. 31, 
2016.  Since coaching the 
Cobras, Clutts has compiled 
an impressive .715 winning 
percentage.
LEFT: Photo by Scott Wells| 
The Prospectus
Sophomore Katie Kuska 
stands in the batter’s box 
during practice on Aug. 
31, 2016.  The Cobras first 
home game this season will 
take place on Sept. 18.
Cobra 
baseball 
to play 
at Busch 
Stadium
The Parkland College 
Baseball team is excited 
to be playing at Busch 
Stadium in St. Louis on 
Wednesday September 
14th and we want you to 
be there.   
The Chicago Cubs will 
take on the Cardinals 
starting at 12:45 p.m. 
that afternoon with the 
Cobras then taking on 
the Billikens of St. Louis 
University immediately 
after. The baseball team 
is selling tickets at $40 
per ticket with admission 
being good for both games. 
Tickets can be purchased 
by contacting Dave Garcia 
in the Cobra Athletic 
Department at 351-2226 
or by stopping by the 
Athletic Office. 
2016 Fall Cobra Softball Schedule
The Parkland College Athletic Department has a new way to get around the outdoor athletic fields thanks to Parkland Point Apartments.
# Name Year Position High School
2 Elissa Stewart SO INF/OF Sullivan HS
3 Amber Tabeling SO OF Tuscola HS
6 Haley Ginger SO IF Clinton HS
7 Carson Church SO OF/C Rantoul HS
9 Taylor Jordan SO OF/IF Central A&M HS
10 Megan Magsamen SO SO Monticello, IL.
12 Sophie Catlin SO P/IF Monticello HS
14 Katie Kuska SO OF Pontiac HS
22 Megan Tool SO C/ OF Clinton HS
24 Jaclyn Thompson SO P/IF Serena HS
44 Makena Butcher SO C/IF Sacred Heart-
Griffin HS
Sept. 11 South Suburban and Sauk Valley  So. Holland
 Sept. 17 Lincoln Trail, Triton and 
Oakton 
 Springfield
Sept. 18 Danville Area CC  Home
Sept. 21 Danville Area CC Danville
Sept. 25 SIU-E and St. Louis U  Edwardsville
Oct. 1 Northwestern and Bradley  Evanston
Oct. 2 UIS and University of Illinois Champaign
2016 Fall Cobra Softball Roster
